
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
Cherishing Our Landmarks 

 
Introduction:  
 

Today is Pastor Appreciation Sunday. As you are aware, the service has been directed to 
recognizing the scriptural role of the pastor and his work among us. I have been uplifted 
by the warm expressions of love. And, Pastor, I want you to know that I love you deeply! 

 
The word landmark means, “An event which marks a turning point.” Think of some of 
the landmarks that have caused a turning point in your life—receiving Christ as personal 
Savior, getting married, having children, teaching a class. When you remember these 
occasions, you will remember that the pastor was there to assist. The pastor is a 
shepherd—one that watches over. As shepherd, he watches over you in all areas of your 
life to assist you in establishing victorious landmarks, in keeping biblical landmarks in 
clear view, and in nurturing you in total Christ-likeness.  

 
I want us to consider three scriptural landmarks and relate them to our lives and the 
ministry of our pastor: 

 
I. Bethel—landmark of God’s presence: 

 
In Genesis 28:10-22 the account is recorded of Jacob having a dream about a ladder 
ascending to heaven. The Lord stood at the top of the ladder and spoke to him and give 
him the promise of the land and of a multitude of children, “And they seed shall be as 
the dust of the earth” (28:14). When he awoke he said, “Surely the Lord is in this place; 
and I knew it not” (28:16). Jacob made a landmark out of a stone, poured oil on it, and 
made a covenant with God. This event marked a turning point in his life.   

  
When Jacob was tempted to lose faith, or to faint, God would remind him of this 
landmark. Like Jacob, we need someone to remind us of God’s promises. The pastor is 
the God’s appointed person to remind us that He is always present. He encourages us to 
practice and presence of God in every situation of life; to receive from Him what we 
need to be faithful, strong, and aggressive. 

  
II. Jordan—landmark of God’s power: 

 
Chapters three and four of Joshua describe how the children of Israel walked across the 
Jordan River into the promised land—on dry ground. God instructed them to take 12 
stones and make a landmark as a witness to future generations of His power. The 
landmark was to be “a memorial unto the children of Israel forever” (4:7). The landmark 
was a sign to the children and youth that God’s power was available to them like it had 
been to their parents.   



 
Our children need to understand that God’s power is available to them. This can be the 
turning point in their lives. Our pastor, by example and ministry, guides our children in 
knowing the ways of God. He counsels our teenagers and young adults about attitude, 
career choices, and marriage. He supports social activities and training sessions that 
helps them to advance in Christian maturity. He reminds them of the landmarks of 
God’s power. 

 
III. Calvary—landmark of God’s provision: 
 

In the 23rd chapter of Luke that trial and crucifixion of Christ is set forth. In verse 46 
Christ said, “Father into thy hands I commend my spirit.” This statement denoted that 
He had paid the price of sin; God’s righteousness had been vindicated. This was the 
turning point in human history. The cross is the greatest landmark ever established. You 
see it everywhere. And every time you see the cross, it reminds you that Christ as God’s 
provision for salvation and eternal life. 

 
Our pastor lifts up Christ to us and to the community. He preaches, he teaches, he visits, 
he invites, he instructs, he prays, and he promotes so that all may know that Christ is 
God’s provision for full joy, abundant life, and inner peace. His life continually points to 
the landmark of the cross.  

 
Conclusion:   

Today can be a turning point in your life. What landmarks do you need to establish? 
Church life, home life, school life, job life. Remember, God’s presence, God’s power, and 
God’s provision are available to you.   


